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	General information [REF 15]
‘’The Ministry of Education, Science and Culture has decided to formalize and strengthen the implementation process. A special coordination and advisory committee has been established consisting of representatives from all higher educational institutions in Iceland and from the Ministry. The committee will monitor the progress of the Bologna process in Iceland and give input and make suggestion as to changes in laws and regulations that might be necessary to secure successful implementation. In Icelandic universities is still two system. In the first one there is the dominating bachelors/masters degree system. The bachelors’ degree is obtained after 3-4 years and the masters’ degree after two additional years. In some disciplines it is also possible to study 3-4 years for the doctors degree. The two cycle system (3+2) was established in the humanities already in 1942 by a university regulation, introducing the bachelors degree after 3 years of study. The same system is now also used in the natural sciences, engineering and economics. In the second one there is the older and gradually disappearing candidates degree system, the degree is obtained after 4-6 years of study; mainly in the traditional professional/academic disciplines. Since 1942 the traditional candidates system has in some disciplines been changed into the bachelors/masters/doctors system, i.e. the 3+2+3 system (or 4+1+3), or there is a mixture of both systems. Thus: There is in place a system that is generally based on two main cycles, undergraduate and graduate. Access to the second cycle requires successful completion of first cycle, lasting a minimum of three years. The degree awarded after the first cycle is in general terms also relevant to the European labor market as an appropriate level of qualification. The second cycle leads to the masters degree as in many other European countries.’’


